
Me complace compartir con ustedes el Informe Anual de 
Co-responsabilidad de la Diócesis de Phoenix de 2011. Esta sección 
especial de cuatro páginas incluye un resumen fi nanciero de los regalos 

que ustedes han confi ado a nosotros en apoyo a nuestra Una Familia en Cristo. 
Estoy agradecido por la oportunidad de poder destacar algunas de las bendiciones 
del pasado año, todas hechas una realidad debido al compromiso de nuestra comu-
nidad Católica a la oración y co-responsabilidad.

Como seguidores de Cristo, reconocemos que nuestros dones — todo lo que 
tenemos y hacemos — proviene de la gracia de Dios. Por amor al Padre, mostramos 
amor el uno por el otro. La co-responsabilidad, entonces, es amor en acción. 

 A nuestras comunidades parroquiales, hay mucho que agradecer. Varias parro-
quias dedicaron nuevas Iglesias o ampliaron instalaciones existentes para satisfacer 
mejor las necesidades de los fi eles. Estoy agradecido a los párrocos y feligreses por 
su visión y compromiso de llevar estos proyectos hasta su fi nalización.

 Los esfuerzos de la Iglesia para ayudar a hombres y mujeres a abrazar con entu-
siasmo la importancia de la oración y la vida familiar fueron muy exitosos durante 
el transcurso del año pasado. Más de 1,200 hombres participaron en la Conferencia 
anual de la Fraternidad de Hombres Católicos, mientras que el Concilio de Mujeres 
Católicas de la Diócesis de Phoenix convocó la primera Conferencia de Mujeres 
Diocesanas, “Reunidas en Gracia.”   En Mayo, la Diócesis de Phoenix tuvo el honor 
de ser anfi trión para la 22a. Cena de los Cardenales Estadounidenses, que ha recau-
dado más de $27 millones para sostener la Universidad Católica de América desde 
1989. Ocho Cardenales Arzobispos se unieron a más de 700 personas para apoyar 
la educación superior Católica. 

Este tipo de hospitalidad continuó durante el siguiente mes cuando la Diócesis 
de Phoenix inició y ofreció el muy exitoso y fructuoso primer Congreso Hispano 

Binacional de Respeto a la Vida y Evangelización, el cual fue testigo de la reunión 
de más de 1,300 personas en el centro de Phoenix, procedentes de una media 
docena de países. 

La Ofi cina de Co-Responsabilidad continuó ampliando los programas de edu-
cación y formación para ayudar a todas nuestras parroquias, escuelas y agencias a 
reconocer y comprender nuestra llamada como Una Familia en Cristo, de amarnos 
y apoyarnos unos a otros. Durante este año, nueve parroquias participaron en el 
Programa de Renovación de Co-responsabilidad, y el Día de Co-responsabilidad 
incluyó una reunión informativa para nuestras comunidades de habla hispana. 

Las celebraciones conocidas como “Honra a tu Madre” y Domingo del Rosario 
— siendo ahora un evento que dura todo un fi n de semana y que se llama 
Celebración del Rosario de Arizona — siguen uniendo a nuestra Una Familia en 
Cristo en oración y agradecimiento por las muchas bendiciones de Dios.  Estas 
fueron solo algunas de las muchas formas en que los Católicos, a través de la 
Diócesis de Phoenix, han abrazado la obligación de poner el amor en acción por 
medio de la buena práctica de co-responsabilidad. Por favor acepten mi más sin-
cero agradecimiento por todo lo que hacen para aceptar, crecer y devolver los dones 
de Dios a su pueblo necesitado. Es su fe, valor y apoyo que hacen que la Diócesis de 
Phoenix sea una comunidad vibrante y llena de fe. 

Atentamente suyo en Cristo,

+Thomas J. Olmsted
Obispo de Phoenix 

Dear Brothers 
       and Sisters in Christ,

Queridos Hermanos y Hermanas en Cristo,
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I am pleased to share with you the Diocese of Phoenix’s 
2011 Annual Stewardship Report. This special four-
page section includes a fi nancial overview of the gifts 

you have entrusted to us in support of our One Family 
in Christ. I am grateful for this opportunity to highlight 
just a few of the blessings from the past year, all made 
possible by our Catholic community’s commitment to 
prayer and stewardship. 

As followers of Christ, we recognize that our gifts — 
all that we have and all that we do — fl ow from God’s 
good graces. Out of love for the Father, we show love 
for one another. Stewardship, then, is love 
in action. 

For our parish communities, there was much for 
which to be grateful. Several parishes dedicated new 
churches or expanded existing facilities to better meet 
the needs of the faithful. I am grateful to the pastors 
and parishioners for their vision and commitment to 
see these building projects through to completion. 

The Church’s efforts to help men and women 
enthusiastically embrace the importance of prayer 
and family life experienced great success this past 
year. More than 1,200 men joined together for the 
annual Catholic Men’s Fellowship Conference, while 
the Phoenix Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
convened its inaugural Diocesan Women’s Conference, 

“Gathered in Grace.”
In May, the Diocese of Phoenix was honored to 

host the 22nd American Cardinals Dinner, which has 
raised more than $27 million to sustain The Catholic 
University of America since 1989. Eight Cardinal 
Archbishops were joined by more than 700 guests in 
support of Catholic higher education.

This type of hospitality continued the following 
month as the Diocese of Phoenix initiated and hosted 
the very successful and fruitful fi rst Bi-national Respect 
Life and Evangelization Hispanic Congress, which 
witnessed more than 1,300 people from a half-dozen 
countries converge on downtown Phoenix. 

The Stewardship Offi ce continued to expand 

education and formation programs to assist all of 
our parishes, schools and agencies in recognizing and 
understanding our call, as One Family in Christ, to 
love and support each other. This year nine parishes 
participated in the Stewardship Renewal Program, and 
the Stewardship Day in October included a helpful 
session for our Spanish-speaking communities. 

The celebrations known as “Honor Your Mother” 
and Rosary Sunday — now the weekend-long Arizona 
Rosary Celebration — continue to bring our One 
Family in Christ together in prayer and thanksgiving for 
God’s many blessings.

These were just a few of the many ways that 
Catholics throughout the Diocese of Phoenix have 
embraced the obligation to put love into action 
through being good stewards. Please accept my 
heartfelt gratitude for everything you do to accept, 
grow and return God’s gifts to His people in need. It is 
your faith, courage and support that make the Diocese 
of Phoenix a vibrant, faith-fi lled community.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+Thomas J. Olmsted
Bishop of Phoenix
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Encountering the Living Christ
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Marriage and Family Life
Today’s teenagers are tomorrow’s parents, role models and Church leaders. A new program dubbed 

Catholic Academy for Life Leadership launched in the fall with the goal of helping students prepare 
for their future vocation and keep their Catholic faith.

Statistically, most young people who leave the faith do so in college. Relativism hits hard during 
those years, particularly with regard to sanctity of life and marriage issues, said Mike Phelan, director of 
the diocesan Marriage and Respect Life Offi ce.

The three-year C.A.L.L. program consists of four seminars a year (so not to burden the already hectic 
schedules of today’s families). The fi rst two years deal with personal virtues, relationships, marriage, 
vocations and human sexuality. The third year lays the philosophical foundation for Church teaching 
on such issues as abortion and cloning.

This new program dovetails nicely with Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted’s three-year Diocesan Initiative 
for Marriage. In 2010, Bishop Olmsted’s new marriage preparation policy for the Diocese of Phoenix, 
“Covenant of Love,” took effect. It began a three-year diocesan initiative for marriage in our diocese.

In 2010, the diocese devoted a greater zeal in helping engaged couples prepare for life together. 
In 2011, special energy and focus was devoted to people already married, in an effort to help them 
deepen and renew their marriages.

Now entering into its third year, the diocese will dedicate a particular focus to young people, still 
years away from marriage, and their parents, in the stage called “remote marriage preparation.”

More: www.catholicacademyforlifeleadership.org

Catholic Schools: A+ for America
Since 1969, more than 500,000 children have enrolled in local Catholic schools, with 

most since having gone on to become the “movers and shakers” of the community 
— whether that means going on to become politicians, doctors, business leaders, 
scientists, educators, parents, priests, religious or something else altogether.

“Because of our traditionally high academic standards and high graduation rates, 
all supported by strong moral values, Catholic schools and their graduates make a 
signifi cant contribution to Arizona and America,” Catholic schools superintendent 
MaryBeth Mueller said. “The impact made and to be made on our world is simply 
unimaginable.”

To support the Catholic schools and the students who want to attend them, the 
fourth annual Night of Hope fundraising event set a new high-water mark this year 
in its goal to raise tuition assistance for those in need. Event organizers paid tribute 
to local Catholic school alums-turned-community leaders for their years of dedicated 
service. This year’s Guardians of Hope were Kelly McKone, Owen Cotton and Loreto 
Sister Raphael Quinn. Today, students are spread across 26 preschools, 29 elementary 
schools and six high schools.

More: www.catholicschoolsphx.org

Demonstrating Solidarity with the Gospel of Life
God commands us to nurture life, to protect life, to celebrate life and to love life. We are called to love each person 

to whom God gives life and to defend his or her right to life from the fi rst moment of existence.
With every January comes another year of marking the U.S. Supreme Court Decision Roe v. Wade, which legalized 

abortion throughout the country. Likewise, every January gives Catholics the opportunity to renew our response to 
God’s command that we protect life: the Youth and Young Adult Rally for Life at Arizona State University in Tempe 
and the March for Life Rally in Phoenix (this year, Jan. 21 and Jan. 22, respectively).

Pro-life organizations such as Children of the Rosary or the Knights of Columbus, and the prayer warriors 
who make up their membership, demonstrate their solidarity with the Gospel of Life year-round. They peacefully 
assemble in front of abortion clinics, they engage in acts of self-sacrifi ce, and they pray for the souls of the 50 million 
lives lost to abortion since 1973.

Proclaiming the Faith in the Public Square
Local Catholics are blessed to have not one, but two major annual public 

celebrations of faith here in the Diocese of Phoenix.
For the past 36 years, Rosary Sunday has been one of the largest annual public 

rosary celebrations in the United States, regularly drawing several thousand people 
in prayer to downtown Phoenix. This last year witnessed a landmark moment: the 
Marian event expanded to incorporate the Tucson Diocese and included events on 
Saturday, too. To refl ect the change, Rosary Sunday is now known as the Arizona 
Rosary Celebration. Some 7,500 faithful gathered for the Oct. 15-16 event.

Another public display of faith, also in devotion to the Blessed Virgin, completed its 
sixth year in 2011. The annual “Honor Your Mother” celebration honors Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and features thousands of Catholics converging on downtown Phoenix. 
An estimated crowd of 4,000 people arrived outside the Diocesan Pastoral Center after 
processing through the city streets from nearby Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. 
Once there, participants gathered for an outdoor Mass on Monroe Street just east of 
Third Street — adjacent to the location where Pope John Paul II addressed Phoenix 
Catholics from the balcony of St. Mary’s Basilica in 1987.



Conversion, Communion and Solidarity in 2011
As we give thanks to God for this new year, we take this moment to joyfully refl ect upon all the goodness within our local Church. 

We pray that 2012, like the year before it, will be graced with a renewed spirit, a missionary zeal for evangelization, and hope in Christ.
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Evangelization and Formation
Three major events this year embodied the Church’s mission to spread the Good 

News of Jesus Christ and to provide education for the faithful.
In February, more than 1,200 men turned out for the Catholic Men’s Fellowship 

Conference. With a focus on the cardinal virtues, the men, many with their teenage 
sons, learned how the virtues were essential to leading a holy life. This, in turn, will 
continue to develop relationships between husbands and wives, and fathers and 
children, said Mike Phelan, director of the diocesan Marriage and Respect Life Offi ce.

A month later, Catholic women of the Diocese of Phoenix “Gathered in Grace” for 
the fi rst Diocesan Women’s Conference. Hundreds attended the day devoted to prayer, 
listening to speakers and each other, the sacrament of reconciliation and Mass. The 
day provided women a time to focus on the Lord and to come together to renew and 
share their faith.

Recognizing the symbiotic relationship of the Americas, more than 1,300 people 
from the United States and Latin America crossed borders to foster a global culture 
of life at the Bi-national Respect Life and Evangelization Hispanic Congress in July. 
The purpose of the event was to equip the Hispanic community with the resources 
and knowledge to promote a culture of life in the United States and abroad. Topics 
included post-abortive outreach, contraception, chastity and the sanctity of marriage.

Parishes build, renovate to better serve the faithful
As people from all over the country continue to fl ock to Arizona, parishes throughout the Diocese 

of Phoenix sought to keep up.
Several building projects — new churches, classrooms and activity centers — came online in 2011. 

All Saints in Mesa and St. Margaret Mary in Bullhead City each celebrated the dedication of their 
respective churches. St. Francis Xavier School has a new gymnasium and activity center. 
Seton Catholic Preparatory High School in Chandler completed construction on a 400-seat theater, 
14 classrooms and teacher workspace. St. Thomas Aquinas School in Avondale added two new 
classroom buildings to meet enrollment needs. Korean Catholics in the Diocese of Phoenix now have a 
new church home at St. Columba Kim Mission in Chandler. Mater Misericordiae Mission — 
the community that provides all of the sacraments according to the liturgical books in force in 1962 
— moved into its new Phoenix church and dedicated it at the beginning of 2011. And Scottsdale-
area Catholics are thrilled with the new 6,600-square-foot parish center at St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
in Scottsdale, complete with a ballroom, professional-grade kitchen, outdoor courtyard and patio, 
classrooms, coffee shop and teen center.

Phoenix hosts 22nd American Cardinals Dinner
Bishop Olmsted and the Diocese of Phoenix hosted the 22nd 

American Cardinals Dinner, an annual, high-profi le fundraising 
event in support of The Catholic University of America. Eight 
cardinal-archbishops and 700 guests turned out in support. Since its 
inauguration, the annual event has raised more than $27 million to 
support scholarships for Catholic University students, of whom 25 
are from Arizona.



Vocation & Priest Personnel
Bishop’s Offi ce

Tribunal
Ethnic Apostolates

Chancery Offi ce
Diaconate

Strategic Planning & Parish Services
Arizona Catholic Conference

Liturgy Offi ce

1,668
889
748
574
552
525
507
203
122

Assets 2011 2010

Cash $ 6,979,164  $ 7,906,454
Restricted/Reserved Cash & Investments  43,809,122  39,527,704
Accounts Receivable  5,088,297  5,644,873
Contributions Receivable  1,461,743  2,705,805
Loans Receivable  53,009,050  48,864,033
Land, Buildings & Equipment  20,440,251  19,835,931
Other Assets  804,492  438,127

Total Assets $ 131,592,119 $ 124,922,927

Liabilities

Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses $ 4,129,087 $ 2,883,151
Funds Held for Others  920,222  757,762
Deposits Payable  61,266,810  74,383,894
Notes Payable  2,212,316  2,559,463
Bonds Payable   17,530,000  5,875,000
Post-retirement Benefi t Liability  6,423,069  3,690,834
Other Liabilities  784,865  629,509

Total Liabilities $ 93,266,369 $ 90,779,613

Net Assets

Unrestricted 12,719,298 9,051,246
Temporarily Restricted 19,080,183 18,578,079
Permanently Restricted 6,526,269 6,513,989

Total Net Assets $ 38,325,750 $ 34,143,314

Total Liabilities & 

Net Assets

 $ 131,592,119 $ 124,922,927

Income 2011 2010

CDA Grants $ 8,003,250 $ 8,430,000
Bishop’s Assessment  9,084,582  9,566,113
Insurance Program  22,575,206  9,825,751
Interest / Investment Income  3,798,859  3,163,733
All Other DPC Contributions / Activities  5,702,613  6,017,584

Total Income $ 49,164,510 $ 37,003,181

Expense

Chancery $ 5,786,940 $ 5,876,858
Administrative Services 5,372,830 2,118,880
Insurance Program 20,124,620 8,379,415
Diocesan Grants 7,734,980 8,873,308
Formation & Education 2,126,098 2,207,914
Communications 1,524,463 1,886,617
Stewardship & Fundraising 682,759 605,185
Interest Expense 1,616,334 677,728
Depreciation 527,434 552,115

Total Expense $ 45,496,458 $ 31,178,017

Net Change in 

Unrestricted Net Assets $ 3,668,052 $ 5,825,164

Fiscal Year 2011 Expenses

Administrative Services 12%

Depreciation 1%

Interest Expense 4%

Stewardship and Fundraising 2%

Communications 3%

Formation and Education 5%

Insurance 
Programs 44%

Diocesan 
Grants 17%

Chancery (in thousands) 13%

Statement of Financial Position
Diocesan Pastoral Center / Fiscal Year Ending June 30

Unrestricted Income and Expenses
Diocesan Pastoral Center / Fiscal Year Ending June 30

F I N A N C I A L  S TAT E M E N T S

Message from the CFO

The Diocese of Phoenix Finance Offi ce is pleased to present to 
you a summary report of the annual fi nancial statements of the 

Diocese. The fi nancial information we  present to you in this annual 
report is based upon our audited fi nancial statements for Fiscal 
Years 2010 and 2011 and combines fi nancial data related to many 
varied works and functions taking place here in the Diocesan 
Pastoral Center.

For each of the years being reported we received a “clean” 
audit; that is, our auditors have determined that the statements fairly present our 
fi nancial position in all material respects.

During the fi nal quarter of Fiscal Year 2010 the Diocese implemented a self-funded 
health insurance program. This program impacted the Diocese’s fi nancial statements 
dramatically in Fiscal Year 2011. Both income and expense related to our insurance 
program increased by over 100 percent as a result of implementing this initiative. 
The combined activities of our insurance program contributed almost $2.5 million in net 
income to the Diocese’s fi nancials. This net income, however, is reserved for use only by 
the insurance programs; it is not available for general diocesan operations.

An additional $900,000 of net income resulted from the operations of the Growth 
and Development Program of the Diocese of Phoenix. This program seeks to assist 
diocesan parishes and schools with project fi nancing needs and to raise resources for 
the future needs of the Diocese (i.e. purchasing land for future parishes and schools).  
Again, this income is reserved for purposes of the program and is not available for 
other diocesan operations.

Funding for diocesan offi ces and activities comes primarily from the contributions of 
the faithful of the diocese. Please accept my assurance that we are constantly aware of 
this fact as we care for the resources placed at our disposal. 

Thank you for your continued generous support.
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Sincerely,

Joseph Anderson / Chief Financial Offi cer


