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We find ourselves in the midst of the Year of Faith 
proclaimed by our Holy Father, Pope Benedict 
XVI, beginning this past October 11, 2012, and 

continuing until the Feast of Christ the King, November 
24, 2013. During this Year, the Lord calls us to renew our 
efforts to proclaim, teach and defend the truth, beauty and 
goodness of our Catholic faith. He invites us to profess 
the faith in fullness and to live it with renewed conviction, 
confidence and hope.

The Year of Faith is providing many opportunities to 
publicly profess our faith in the Risen Lord. This Annual 
Stewardship Report bears witness to the way that we have 
put this faith into practice this past year through works of 
service, education, charity. It is also a report of the gener-
osity of your financial contributions to the Church which 
assist us, as a people of God, to respond to Christ’s call to 
conversion, communion and evangelization.  

As good stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, culti-
vate them responsibly, share them lovingly in justice with 
others, and return them with increase to the Lord. Because 
of you, this message of responsible stewardship has taken 
root throughout our Catholic community.

In his Apostolic Letter announcing the Year of Faith, 
Porta Fidei, Pope Benedict emphasized our obligation as 
Catholics to “intensify the witness of charity,” reminding 
us that faith and charity go hand in hand: “Through faith, 
we can recognize the face of the risen Lord in those who 
ask for our love” (#14).

Last year, many of you embraced this witness of char-
ity by donating to the Charity and Development Appeal, 
which provided more than $8 million in grants to 70 com-
munity and charitable organizations that directly assist 
individuals and families in crisis. Likewise, many of you 
gave of your time and talents by serving in the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul, Paz de Cristo, Maggie’s Place, 
and other organizations that recognize the “reflection of 
Christ’s own face” in our neighbor.

I am particularly grateful for the presence of two new 
Catholic educational opportunities for students within 
the Diocese of Phoenix: the University of Mary and 
Benedictine University. The University of Mary, in con-
junction with Arizona State University, began offering 
classes this past fall for those interested in Catholic stud-
ies. Benedictine University, which will open a campus in 
downtown Mesa in the next academic year, will also offer 
students an opportunity for a Catholic higher education 
without going out of state, complementing our existing 
and robust Catholic schools system made up of 29 elemen-
tary and six high schools.

In March the Catechetical Congress for Latino 
Leadership welcomed over 500 participants, preparing 
and forming them to evangelize within our Latino com-
munity. The Congress was an educational opportunity to 

share teaching tools and to deepen the faith formation of 
all those taking part.

In September we celebrated the 25th anniversary of Pope 
John Paul II’s historic visit to Phoenix — another transfor-
mative and uplifting event for our local Church. Even after 
25 years, the joy and privilege of meeting Blessed Pope 
John Paul II was evident in the eyes and voices of those 
who shared their stories of that grace-filled event. 

Blessed John Paul II called for a New Evangelization — a 
rededication to our missionary focus of proclaiming the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Pope Benedict XVI continues to 
emphasize this return to our missionary roots. Our com-
mitment to the New Evangelization is evident in our dioc-
esan communications efforts, such as The Catholic Sun, 
the weekly live broadcast of the Holy Mass, our commit-
ment to the burgeoning social media sphere, and Catholic 
radio, now available in both English and Spanish. 

In June, Fr. Dan Vanyo was ordained to the priesthood. 
He joined 254 diocesan and religious priests who serve in 
the Diocese of Phoenix by offering the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, conferring the sacraments, overseeing parish life 
and other Catholic institutions.

In November, 16 new permanent deacons were ordained 
for our local Church. In their ministry, they will serve in 
hospitals, prisons, parishes and other Catholic apostolates. 
They joined 231 other deacons who offer invaluable con-
tributions to the pastoral care of the people of God. Their 
ordination was the culmination of a three-year formation 
program, which has prepared them well for a life of gener-
ous service and faithful stewardship.

The Office of Stewardship continues to provide edu-
cational opportunities and training to strengthen our 
parishes in a stewardship way of life. The 2012 Parish 
Leadership Conference, a two-day program of formation 
and networking, brought together over 130 parish staff 
and volunteers to learn the best practices of parish man-
agement, volunteer management and other stewardship 
activities, while also providing the opportunity for build-
ing friendships and strengthening collaboration.

Thank you for your faithful stewardship of the many 
gifts God has bestowed upon you and your families. I give 
praise to God for your generous commitment to the faith. 
As we enter more fully into this Year of Faith, may we be 
aware of the countless opportunities God gives us to renew 
our love for the Lord and for His one, holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+Thomas J. Olmsted

Bishop of Phoenix

A letter from Bishop Olmsted to the faithful of the Diocese of Phoenix:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix is committed to helping the faithful encounter 
the living Christ through conversion, communion and solidarity.

Established by Pope Paul VI on Dec. 2, 1969, the Diocese of Phoenix is led by the 
Most Rev. Thomas J. Olmsted. Phoenix received its first auxiliary bishop, the Most 
Rev. Eduardo A. Nevares, on July 19, 2010. More than 820,000 Catholics make this 
diverse, vibrant and faith-filled community their home.
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