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Parents of Catholic school students 
understand the importance of a faith-fi lled 
educational experience. Likewise, adults 
who pursue Catholic higher education, 
additional faith formation, catechesis 
or theological training recognize that 
“knowledge of the content of faith is 
essential … for adhering fully with 
intellect and will to what the Church 
proposes” (Porta Fidei).

Indeed, when one considers that the 
Year of Faith was launched on the 20th 
anniversary of the publication of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and 
the 50th anniversary of the opening of the 
Second Vatican Council, it is clear that the 
Holy Father is exhorting the faithful 
during this holy year to delve deeply into 
“the wealth of teaching that the Church 
has received, safeguarded and proposed 
in her two thousand years of history.”

Deeply woven into the fabric of the Church 
is a desire to express care and support for 
our neighbors through service and chari-
table acts. Service and charity are insepa-
rable from our calling to encounter the 
living Christ in our brothers and sisters.

The Holy Father writes in Porta Fidei: 
“Faith without charity bears no fruit, while 
charity without faith would be a sentiment 
constantly at the mercy of doubt. Faith 
and charity each require the other, in such 
a way that each allows the other to set out 
along its respective path.”

“Faith is choosing to stand with the Lord so as to 
live with Him.”

In the Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei announcing the 
Year of Faith, the Holy Father summons Catholics 
to “an authentic and renewed conversion to the 
Lord, the one Savior of the world.” We profess the 
truths of our faith at Mass with the Nicene Creed. 
Likewise we profess our faith in the Risen Lord 
throughout each day in our thoughts, words and 
actions.

The “door of faith” — or porta fi dei — is open to us. 
Please join us on this journey of a lifetime.

In Porta Fidei, the pope writes, “Faith grows when it is lived 
as an experience of love received and when it is communi-
cated as an experience of grace and joy. It makes us fruitful, 
because it expands our hearts in hope and enables us to 
bear life-giving witness.”

The New Evangelization — a rededication to our missionary 
focus of proclaiming and living out the Gospel message — 
is evidenced in the many ways Catholics of the Diocese of 
Phoenix embrace, share and grow in the faith: through radio, 
print, television, websites, blogs, Facebook, Twitter and 
more.

2012: faith in photos
Bearing Witness to the Gospel through 
Faith, Service and Charity, Education 
and the New Evangelization.
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