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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

n his November 24, 2013, apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of the

Gospel,” Pope Francis expresses his desire that the joy that “fills

the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus” continue to spread
through evangelization, with a renewed effort to serve the poor.

Pope Francis’ teaching is embodied in
the mission statement of our diocese
where we proclaim our call-
ing to “reach out actively and
invite all, without prejudice,
to experience the love and for-
giveness of Jesus Christ; and
distribute justly our resources
with the poor and share with
each other the gifts God has
given to us.”

I remain deeply grateful for
how you, the faithful of this diocese,
have responded to this calling. You have
shared your gifts with your parish, you
have shared your gifts with our diocese,
you have shared your gifts with the uni-
versal Church. Through this generous
faith in action, God has continued to
build up His Kingdom and has touched
many with the joy of the Gospel.

Your generous support of our annu-
al Charity and Development Appeal
(CDA) furthers the joy of the Gospel in
Arizona and beyond. Through the CDA,
you are directly joined with the mission
of the Church and especially with the
encouragement of Pope Francis.

Your gifts to the CDA make possible
our evangelization and outreach to all
in our diocese, including the poor, the
imprisoned, the disenfranchised and
disheartened. The CDA strengthens our
parishes and missions. It is developing
future leaders through support of our
seminarians and our Catholic schools.

And your gifts to the CDA provide
direct support to charitable organiza-
tions, touching the lives of
tens of thousands throughout
our great state of Arizona.

You have answered the call
to faithful stewardship and
missionary discipleship.

When you share your gifts,
you entrust us to also be
good stewards of your gifts.
This Annual Stewardship Report is our
accounting to you that the Diocese of
Phoenix has used your gifts prudently
and wisely, joining with you in fulfilling
our mission as Christian stewards and
loving disciples.

But what we accomplished in 2013 is
about more than numbers. Please take a
look at the pictures that celebrate some
of the many ways we fulfilled our mis-
sion in 2013.

Thank you for sharing the joy of the
Gospel through your apostolic witness
and faithful stewardship of the gifts
that God has bestowed on you and your
families.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Lhlomao 9, Lbyited

+Thomas J. Olmsted
Bishop of Phoenix

STEWARDSHIP

The message of stewardship has been
part of the salvation history of the Church.
From the Old Testament, we learn that
Adam and Eve were asked to tend and
care for the gifts of creation. From the
New Testament, St. Andrew brings the
little boy and his simple gifts of two fish
and five barley loaves and places those
gifts in the hands of Jesus, resulting in a
wonderful experience of God’s abundance
in the feeding of the 5,000.

Today, we strive to hold up stewardship
as a way of life by receiving God’s

gifts gratefully, cultivating those gifts
responsibly, sharing them lovingly with
justice, so that we may return those gifts
with increase to God.

Learn More
diocesephoenix.org/stewardship-office.php

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix is committed
to helping the faithful encounter the living Christ
through conversion, communion and solidarity.

Established by Pope Paul VI on Dec. 2, 1969, the
Diocese of Phoenix is led by the Most Rev. Thomas
J. Olmsted. Phoenix received its first auxiliary bishop,
the Most Rev. Eduardo A. Nevares, on July 19, 2010.
Some 800,000 Catholics make this diverse, vibrant
and faith-filled community their home.



