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PORT-SALUT, Haiti — A fish-
erman casts his net out into the
warm Caribbean Sea. His liveli-
hood depends on whether or not
the net comes back empty.

The back of his sun-bleached,
dugout canoe is rotting, beaten
by the years and the countless
‘hurricanes that sack this island
nation, It hardly seems sea wor-
thy, a dot in the blue abyss.

He pulls up the net. Nothing:

Fish and harvested fruits and
vegetables are more than food for
Haitians in this coastal town —
it's how they make a living,

“The farmer’s life doesn't offer
any guarantee said Bishop Guire
Poulard of Les Cayes, a southern
province ordinary who's worked

— ee REUEF poge -

Deacons ordained
Eight men commence
ministry for the Church

By Ambria Hammel
The Catholic Sun

A baptism at St Gabriel the
Archangel Parish in Cave Creek
Iast week marked 2 double cause
for celebration
for one man in
particular.

The waters
of baptism sig-
naled the first oot
step of a - call (602)
long journey 3542014
in faith for the
2-month-old
boy and the first time the cel-
ebrant — the infant’s grandfather
— administered the sacrament as a
‘permanent deacon for the Church.

One day prior, Deacon Robert
Torigian was among eight men,

— See DEACON ORDINATION page 5 »

Bloodbath at Iraqi
church sparks
local protest

By Joyce Coronel
The Catholic Sun

Abrutal terroristattack Oct. 31 on
‘2 Baghdad Syrian Catholic cathedral
left 58 dead, including three priests
and several children. The bloodbath
in Iraq sparked a Nov. 8 protest in
downtown Phoenix.

Wearing black, carrying post-
ers and waving Assyrian and
American flags, about 600 protes
ers converged on Cesar Chavez
Plaza. Many were from Iraq and
belong to Assyrian, Chaldean and
other Eastern Catholic churches
across the Valley.

Chanting “We want peace;” and
boosting signs that read “America
wake up!” they held photos of
some of the victims lying in
pools of blood, and listened as

~ See LOCAL CATHOLICS poge 15 >
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Relief efforts target grassroots

» Continued from page 1

in rural parishes throughout his
priesthood. “Peasants have been
marginalized throughout the his-
tory of this country”

The impact of the 7.0 magnitude
earthquake that rocked this island
nation last January is hitting the
poor hard. And, with 80 percent
of the population living below the
poverty line, the

ber microfinance group, a farmers’
cooperative. Through Catholic Relief
Services, the group learned how to
manage a loan and established a

sustainable microfinance program.
This is how it works: At each
monthly meeting, farmers pitch in
100 gourde, roughly US$2.50. With
40 or so members, the pot adds up
to about $100. From that, two farm-
ers are selected to

entire country is receive $50 loans,
feeling the weight. which they pay
The quake dis- back with low
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500,000 Haitians,

many traveling

to suburban villages like Port-Salut
and towns like Les Cayes. The local
Church wasn't prepared for it, Bish-
op Poulard said, and relied heavily
on organizations like Catholic Relief
Services and Caritas Internationalis
for food. Local parishes help distrib-
ute the food.

Frangois Sofini, who wound up
in Les Anglais, a town near the tip
of the southern peninsula, lost two
of her children and her husband in
the earthquake.

“All of our houses were
destroyed,” she said. “Now much of
my family is living in tents. I have
1o hope”

Microfinance farming
Things may change for her, though.
Sofini is part of a 40-some-mem-

The interest is
placed in a little red box, which
then serves as a rainy day fund for
the community. The program has
helped the small community deal
with the aftereffects of the earth-
quake.

Displaced Haitians living in Port-
Au-Prince inundated the southern
department, or province, which
didn’t suffer many immediate effects
of the earthquake. More than 85,000
moved to the area, increasing the
population by more than 10 percent.

Most stayed at relatives’ homes.
Others came and left their children
with trusted family members. But in
an area already strapped for food, it
put a strain on the entire province.

“It was a lot of responsibility for
us, but we managed to help them,”
said Estabvu Dilainu, the leader of

— See FARMERS page 15 »

Photos by J.D. Long-Garcia/CATHOLIC SUN
Two young boys ride a donkey
across a river just outside Les
Anglais, a rural town in south-
western Haiti. A group of 40 or so
farmers have formed a microfinance
group there to avoid high interest
loans. The farmers, many of them
mothers, provide for their children,
like the four boys posing for a
Pphoto (left). Malnutrition, the lead-
iing cause of death in children, is an
ongoing problem in Haiti. One in
five children die before their fifth
birthday.
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Haitian farmers weigh cassava in a field in Les Anglais. The farmers, with
the help of Catholic Relief Services, tested cassava with a variety of origins
before discovering which had a greater yield and was easier to cook.

Farmers seek crops with higher yield

> Continued from page 14
the farmers’ co-op.

The farmers said the microfi-
nance program, by freeing them
from high interest loans, helped the
community cope.

“I didn't die but for the grace of
God;” said Estoine Joseph, who was
in his house when the earthquake
destroyed it. “No one in my family
was hurt, but I lost my identification
papers”

Joseph moved his family to Les
Anglais because he has land there.
He makes minimum wage, around
$5 a day, in a cash-for-work pro-
gram, but supplements his income
through farming.

“Just look around;” he said, “things
are difficult. Everything has to start
over here. Things will get better, but
we need help to continue”

Farmers are also reevaluating
what crops they grow, with the help
of Catholic Relief Services. They’ve
introduced a variety of beans, corn
and cassava root.

The agriculture program took
into consideration that farmers
wouldn’t just switch from the crops
they've been growing for years. But
a few farmers volunteered to run
trials on a different subspecies to see
which produced the highest yield.

With cassava, for example, farm-
ers planted subspecies originating
in the Dominican Republic and
from two countries in Africa. They
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couldn’t believe the results.

All three subspecies yielded greater
results, Nigerian subspecies the high-
est by far, tripling the local variety’s
product. Nigeria produces more cas-
sava than any other country.

“We farmers, we would have
never believed it without seeing it,”
said Nelson Pierre, a Les Anglais
farmer, standing on the edge of the
cassava plantation.

What’s more, the other cassava
varieties were easier to cook. Before
eating the local cassava, Haitians
soak it in water for 12 hours to
stave its bitterness. The other root
varieties are ready to cook fresh out
of the ground.

“We are looking for foods that
produce quicker and produce more,”
Pierre said. “Even if it takes time, we
want to be a reference to other farm-
ers about these new varieties.”

Farmers are also looking into
doing more with fruit trees, espe-
cially mangos. Avocados, cashews
and pineapples are also in the mix.

Eating right

The crops are important, and not
just for financial reasons. Haiti’s
infant and maternal mortality

rates are the highest in the Western
Hemisphere. Haitians tend to be
deficient in vitamin A, iron and
protein.

Around 10 percent of Haitian
children die before they turn 5,and
one in four of those who survive
are malnourished.

LEcole Nacionale du Gargon, a pri-
‘mary school in the in Coteux, makes
sure hot meals are a part of every
school day with the help of CRS.

“Since the food is coming free,
we are also volunteering for free,”
said Lorette Dorismond, a mem-
ber of the parents’ association who
cooks for the school children.

“The children are the future
of the country and our hope for
tomorrow,” Valet Yves chimed in.
The relatively few Haitians who
are college-educated often leave the
country, but Yves wants his chil-
dren to stay and be “useful to the
community and country.”

“If they leave, who will provide
education to the next generation?”
said Bazelais Bellec, father to a
school student. “If my child studies
abroad, he'll be able to come back
and better serve the community.”

Yet, with just half of the popula-
tion being literate, these parents’
ideas seem like distant dreams.
Enrollment in primary school is
less than 70 percent, and fewer than
30 percent reach sixth grade.

— See FROM THE COUNTRY page 16 »
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From the country to the city
Work brings Haitians back to Port-Au-Prince

> Continued from page 15

School lunches encourage stu-
dents to enroll and continue their
education. For many children, their
lunch is the only meal of the day.

About a 45-minute walk uphill
from the school, a group of around
25 mothers gathered in Sacre Coeur
Church. There, at regular meetings,
they learn about the health of their
babies.

engulfed in a subtle, warm depres-
sion. The color has shifted from
the greens of the countryside to the
browns and grays of the capital city.

Traffic snails its way through
piles of trash and muddy water
and by a new billboard advertis-
ing Barbancourt, the rum the nation
boasts about. The rotting oranges
and plastic wrappers are mixed into
the mounds or rubble that have

“The most valuable thing is that  become just another facet of city life
— no matter what your educationis 10 months after the quake.
— you can breastfeed,” said Andrea  In a canal, passing under Harry
Valen, a mother of three children.  Truman Boulevard, garbage is piled

“What we learn here helps us 5o high the water cant be seen.
protect  against A boy, knee deep
diarrhea, weight in the water, scav-
issues, all sorts enges through the
of things,” said waste for some-
Ducrécile Jean, a thing of value.
moner s REBUILDS g

by the earthquake.
“When a child gets sick, treatment is
available locally.”

The critical issue — in Coteaux
and throughout Haiti — is potable
water. The cholera outbreak last
‘month is an example. The water-
borne bacterial disease causes
severe vomiting and diarrhea and
killed nearly 450 Haitians.

Dirty water can also transmit
hepatitis A and E and typhoid.

“If anything happens to our
child, the community helps us
know how to deal with it,” Jean
said. Nevertheless, she is planning
on returning to Port-Au-Prince to
look for work.

Centralization

Somewhere on the journey from
the south to Port-Au-Prince, travel-
ers, even Haitians, find themselves

“There’s a
blur between the
structural disaster and the earth-
quake disaster” said Scott Campbell,
country representative for CRS Haiti.
“People who haven’t been here before
can't distinguish it

The president of Haiti, René
Préval, said 300,000 Haitians died in
the 30-second January earthquake,
though other estimates put the death
toll closer to 230,000. It’s said that
Port-Au-Prince has the infrastruc-
ture for 250,000, but is populated by
‘more than 3 million.

Picture an office with 10 cubi-
cles, a couple hallways, a restroom.
Now picture that instead of 10
employees, there are 100. This s life
in the Haitian capital.

“In the city, there was no infra-
structure. There were no roads
even before the earthquake,” said

J.D. Long-Garcia/CATHOLIC SUN

A young girl carries water back to her family’s tarp shelter in Port-Au-Prince. Around 30 percent of Haitians don’t
have access to potable water. More than a million are living in tents 11 months after the earthquake.

Archbishop Bernardito C. Auza,
apostolic nuncio to Haiti. After
Port-Au-Prince Archbishop Joseph
Serge Milot died in the earthquake,
Archbishop Auza became the apos-
tolic administrator of the local
Church.

“Sewage, water distribution,
electricity — they were all absent
before the earthquake,” he said.
“Whatever little infrastructure
there was, the earthquake severely
damaged or destroyed it.”

The local Church is working
with the government to rebuild
Haiti, or, as the archbishop said,
“to simply build it, because there’s
nothing to rebuild”

He spoke of building a much-
needed seminary, schools, clinics
and hospitals. The cathedral was
destroyed and it, too, needs to be
rebuilt. But the buildings, Archbishop
Auza said, must be anti-seismic.

“Part of the dysfunction is that
so many of the buildings were
erected on sloped land,” Campbell
said, describing the shantytowns
as “honeycomb-concentrated” The
country’s building code, he said, is
two pages long.

The majority of the buildings in
Port-Au-Prince are still standing.
The government has been coding
the buildings with red, yellow and
green tags. Red buildings need to
be demolished; yellow buildings
need to be repaired; green build-
ings are habitable.

And while there are a lot of
green buildings, many Haitians liv-
ing in the camps won’t move back.
They don’t want to live in concrete
houses anymore.

They’re afraid of another “gou-
dou-goudou” as they've come to
refer to the earthquake. The term
is onomatopoeia for the sound
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the earthquake and its aftershocks
made. Some still jolt at the sound
of thunder.

Close to a million Haitians are
living in more than 1,000 tent cit-
ies in or around Port-Au-Prince.
The tents tend to be somewhat
near their rubbled houses.

“The way we live here s difficult;”
said Benjamin Patrick, who's been
living in Pétionville camp since the
earthquake. This camp, built on the
Pétionville golf course, has more
than 50,000 residents. “The shelters,
they are OK, but small.”

The camp, perhaps better known
because it’s managed by actor Sean
Penn, is the largest single camp in
Haiti. Tents and tarps protect resi-
dents from drizzle, but heavy rains
need to be channeled through
sandbag canals.

The tents provide little security.
It's common for women and girls
to be raped and perpetrators are
rarely prosecuted.

Some camp residents have started
small businesses in the camp, selling
coffee or sandwiches. One group
‘makes money charging cell phones.

“Where do you put all the peo-
ple?” said Campbell of CRS, add-
ing that the international commu-
nity and the Haitian government
have prioritized getting people
back into their homes.

“They’ve lost their entire house,
or they lost family members, per-
haps their breadwinner, perhaps
their child,” he said. “We have to
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St. Clement of Rome - Sun City

be extremely sensitive to that.
There’s a real human element to
the rebuilding”

Getting Haitians resettled back
into their homes and back into their
communities is crucial to involv-
ing them in the rebuilding effort,
Campbell said.

“If you can involve them in the
process of reconstruction, that
does more for human dignity than
anything else,” he said.

Haitians, employed in minimum
wage cash-for-work programs, are
building temporary shelters with
the help of CRS. These tin-roofed,
wood shelters are placed where
small concrete houses once stood.
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— See REBUILDING page 17 »
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Building a community

» Continued from page 16

‘Workers learn a lot on site from
people like Herb Combs, a career
carpenter who oversaw housing
developments in the United States.

“The carpenters, there’s some-
thing similar with them,” Combs said
of communicating with workers who
often don’t speak English. “They’re

Jacques Gabriel, minister of pub-
lic works, transportation and com-
‘munication, also spoke of involving
the people in the rebuilding effort.

“In what has happened, we need
to work with the population in
terms of cleanup;” he said of the
government’s role. “In some places,
you have to go in by hand and take

the same guys. We out the rubble”
relate on that level” ‘While some
Combs”  team have been criti-
hopes to eventually cal of the gov-
build 8,000 12-by- ernment’s lack
18-foot  shelters. RE B U I L D S of leadership,
They’ve built more Gabriel said the
than 2,000 since July. government is communicating with
It might not seem like much the people and that their rebuilding
when there are more than a million  plan is well-known.
Haitians living in tents, but placing .
the shelters can take time. Workers ~Resurrection

haul the nails, wood and tin up
pot-holed and dirt roads. They
carry the walls through tight alley-
ways in Port-Au-Prince neighbor-
hoods, and then build the houses
once they get there.

“Haitians have to be part of the
process, but Haitians work at a
different pace than we do,” said
Campbell of CRS. “We have to
respect the Haitian tempo, not do
what has been done for so many
years. We can’t just do it for them.

“When you do things out of
expedience, you compromise a seri-
ous element of engaging the people
who you're working with,” he said.

It's estimated that there are 19
million cubic meters of debris in
Port-Au-Prince. Less than 5 percent
of the rubble has been removed.

“Haiti is a disaster on top of
a disaster;” Campbell said, adding
that the reconstruction would take
at least 5-10 years. Haiti’s structural
problems perpetuate poverty.

Lack of efficacy, overwhelming
imports and corruption need to be
dealt with for Haiti to be vibrant,
Campbell said. Things are slow and
tedious because of incapacity and
corruption.

“We need to work with Haiti so
that there’s a fundamental change,

not just a Band-aid,” he said. “We
can only do the first few steps. At
the end of the day, it takes real
economic policies put forth by the
government.”

Urban disasters like the earth-
quake in Haiti are unusual, accord-
ing to Campbell, who directed CRS
efforts in Aceh, Indonesia, after the
2004 tsunami. Most natural disasters
take their highest toll in rural areas.

“The point wasn't to build a house.
The point was to rebuild a commu-
nity;” he said of the effort in Aceh.
“That was a Muslim country, but it’s
something that transcends religion.”

Bishop Pierre-André Dumas of

Anse-a-Veau et Miragodne said the
community needs to be rethought
of as a family.

“The people are resilient, they
have a capacity to battle against
pain and suffering,” the president
of Caritas Haiti said. “These are the
inner resources of a people. It’s a
gift that we do not deserve.”

The Church, he said, must take
up its prophetic role during this
crisis. “We cannot ‘do for, we must
‘do with,” he said. The rebuilding
must emphasize subsidiarity along
with solidarity.

“Hope is the last thing to die.
The Haitian people will always

4. Long-Garoia/CATHOLIG SUN
A cash-for-work employee saws what will eventually become a family’s temporary shelter. The Catholic Relief
Services’ program hopes to eventually build 8,000 “t-shelters” for displaced Haitian families.

have hope,” he said. “But when a
people suffer, there’s always a threat
of the people giving up. We must
always accompany the people in
their search for resurrection, mak-
ing sure that they don’t give up.”

A fisherman paddles farther
from shore. He wipes sweat from
his brow with his red shirt. He casts
his net.

He pulls his net up. It's empty.

He casts the net out again. *

J.D. Long-Garcla, winner of a
2010 Egan Award for Journalistic
Excellence, traveled to Haiti with
Catholic Relief Services in October.




